
 FAQ: Above us only drones?  
 Expanding drone use in the UK: safety,  
 privacy and security concerns 

1 What is going on with increasing drone use in the UK?
 Over the next few years, we are likely to see many more drones, of various types and 
sizes, flying in UK airspace. The drone industry sees a big opportunity to profit from 
being allowed to fly drones beyond the visual line of sight of operators. However, the 
Government must put safety first and protect people’s privacy from drone surveillance. 
The public must also be able to have their say before drones take over our skies.

2 Why should I be worried about lots more drones flying in the UK?
 Uncontrolled growth in the domestic use of drones means that UK airspace could soon 
become overcrowded and less safe. Greater drone use also raises concerns about privacy, 
security and accountability. 

3  What are the current limits on drone use and how could this 
change?
For safety reasons, the current use of drones within UK airspace is strictly controlled by 
the Civil Aviation Authority. Drone manufacturers, operators and investors are pushing 
regulators to change the rules so drones can regularly conduct long-range flights and a 
wider variety of operations. The drone industry argues that it is developing technology 
which will allow these flights to take place safely. However, this technology is largely 
untried and untested and yet to be authorised by regulators.
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4  What are the main safety concerns regarding increased drone use?
 Drones pose risks both in the air and to life and property on the ground. Official figures 
show that near misses between manned aircraft and drones in the UK have significantly 
risen in recent years, raising concerns that a fatal incident is inevitable as drone use 
increases. Although large drones have been regularly flown overseas by the military 
for more than twenty years such drones continue to crash. 

5 What other concerns do people have about drones?
 Drones will likely be used much more by police but also by private security companies to 
quickly gather large amounts of data through sensors and cameras. This poses a significant 
threat to our privacy. Experts have highlighted other threats drones pose, including to 
national infrastructure and by aiding organised crime. Greater drone usage would also 
have environmental impacts, including noise and visual pollution.

6 Who will use drones in future and what for?
 If safety rules are relaxed, large drones will be used for a whole raft of civil, commercial 
and security purposes. Transport, security and marketing companies, local councils and 
government agencies are all likely to take advantage to use drones for a variety of operations. 
Police forces are already trialling the use of large drones that can stay airborne for extended 
periods of time. The Ministry of Defence intends to fly its next generation armed drone—
known as ‘Protector’—in UK airspace by mid-2024. Big companies, such as Amazon, are 
excited by the profits they could make by using drones for deliveries. The UK Government 
has provided multi-million pound subsidies to the drone industry to make this all possible.

7 What does the public think about an expansion in drone use?
 Concerns about drones being used in the UK focus on safety, privacy and security. For 
example, a poll UK Drone Watch conducted earlier this year of 2,000 British residents regarding 
proposals to open UK skies to drones that fly ‘beyond visual line of sight’ found that: 

51% were worried about noise and intrusion 

60% said they were worried about the privacy and civil liberties implications

67% said they were worried about safety implications

70%  agreed that, if such drones were allowed to be flown in the UK,  
they should be flown in segregated airspace away from other aircraft.

8 What can we do to prevent unsafe and irresponsible drone use?
 The Government and the drone industry need to be open and transparent about their plans 
so everyone can participate in decision-making. Democratic oversight is needed so that 
existing laws are enforced, and new processes and rules put in place, to ensure drones are 
used safely and responsibly. It is vital that any future expansion in drone use is focused on 
meeting public needs, and businesses using drones are properly regulated and taxed.


